2022 County Executive Candidate Questionnaire
The Food Council invited all County Council candidates to complete a 9-item questionnaire, which
was developed in collaboration with our community partners. Our goal is to provide information on
local candidate’s food system priorities and commitments. As a 501c3 nonprofit organization, we do
not endorse candidates.
For more information, please contact Heather Bruskin, Executive Director at
hbruskin@mocofoodcouncil.org.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name: David Blair
Campaign Website: blairformontgomery.com
Candidate for: County Executive
1. Please describe your personal and/or professional engagement in any local food systems initiatives,
policies, and programs.
A: I worked with the Montgomery County Food Council, County Council, and many other
organizations to start the Food for Montgomery Fund for emergency food storage equipment, food
purchasing, and nonprofit support during COVID and have continued supporting food security
initiatives. I’m a Board Member of the Partnership for A Healthier America, the organization created
by former First Lady Michelle Obama that works to expand access to healthy food to disadvantaged
communities across the U.S.
2. Please describe any plans you have for creating economic opportunities for individuals who
identify as Black, Indigenous, Latinx/Latino, and/or a person of color, particularly in food and
agriculture?
A: The major barrier for many people of color looking to start a food or agricultural operation is a
lack of resources for expensive equipment - particularly when it comes to preparing food for market.
Part of my Economic Development plan includes harnessing the economic potential of the
Agricultural Reserve. Specifically, my goal is to partner with nonprofit organizations to create a food
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processing and distribution facility here in Montgomery County where local growers can wash,
prepare, package, and ship their produce. This will make it more economically feasible for local
farmers to grow food.
3. Please describe your position on addressing income insufficiency, which is a major contributor to
food insecurity in our County. Please describe any positions or initiatives in your platform that
focus on food security.
A: Montgomery County can and must do a better job of providing families with the resources they
need to obtain good-paying jobs. My Education plan includes partnering with Montgomery College
and The Universities at Shady Grove - where I launched the Entrepreneurship Lab - to offer a wider
array of training for professional licenses and certifications in fast-growing industries that are hiring.
We must provide financial support to participants, many who are already working full-time or
multiple jobs to make ends meet.
4. What role should the County government have in improving resident access to federal benefit
programs, such as SNAP and WIC.
A: County government should partner with and provide resources to local nonprofits to better reach
residents eligible for SNAP, WIC, and other federal benefits through improved internet access,
language translation services, and more. The County Executive can act as an important figure to
“connect the dots” between these organizations and to identify and remove barriers - especially
those that prevent access to healthy and locally-grown food and vegetables.
5. It is likely that the impacts of climate change, national and global politics, and future disasters will
further disrupt food production, supply chains, and food security networks. Please describe any
policies and programs that you will propose or support to address local food system resilience?
A: We have a 93,000-acre Agricultural Reserve - an incredible protected asset that assures us we’ll
have farmland and places to grow food for generations. As stated earlier, we need to harness the
Reserve’s potential by increasing the amount of table crops and food produced here. In order to do
that, we’ll pursue a processing and distribution facility. One other thing we can do is pursue
incentives to institutional food buyers buying from food producers in Montgomery County. The
supply chain disruptions of the past two years have proven the urgent importance of increasing the
amount of food grown here in Montgomery County.
6. Please describe any initiatives or policies you would propose to increase local food production and
access to affordable agricultural land.
A: A food processing and distribution facility is important. I’ve spoken to farmers in the County
who must process food, especially livestock, elsewhere in the region - a burden both in terms of cost
and time that makes future farmers less likely to produce food here, and instead to turn to
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commodity crops, turf production, and equine services. I’ll also look to maintain and expand
County funding of agricultural land easements.
7. Please describe any initiatives or policies you will propose to reduce food waste and advance
zero-waste strategies.
A: My goal is to implement Countywide residential curbside composting and food waste collection.
Montgomery County has long talked about such a program. It’s time to act in order to remove the
almost 160,000 tons of compostable food waste from our waste stream, which is now burned at the
incinerator in Dickerson. Establishing a compost facility will be a priority in the County’s Capital
Improvements Plan (CIP) as will partnering with public and private composting facilities around the
region to gradually increase capacity. Yes - this is an expensive goal, at least in upfront capital costs.
But we need leadership willing to set big goals and follow through with focus and urgency. We
cannot continue to pursue piecemeal initiatives and declare victory.
8. Where do you see opportunities for the County government to support food education? How can
the County support residents in making healthy and sustainable food choices easier?
A: One of the initiatives of the Partnership for A Healthier America is effectively placing a
convenience store full of fresh and healthy food into “food deserts,” subsidized and in partnership
with local nonprofits to reduce costs and ensure effective outreach and marketing. I believe County
government can support such efforts, both financially and with the administrative work to
implement them.
9. What do you see as the biggest food system challenges in the County and what do you believe is
the role of the County Executive in addressing them? How should community stakeholders be
engaged in that work?
A: Our biggest challenge is finding long-term solutions to food insecurity and lack of access to
healthy food. I’ve been in food distribution lines and often felt the fear that we may run out of food
that day because of how many people have lined up to wait for donations. While COVID
exacerbated this problem, it was a significant problem before COVID. We can’t simply go back to
the way things were. We need County leadership to focus on increasing local food production and
effective distribution to people in-need - as well as reversing our economic stagnation so more of our
residents have the good-paying careers needed to have the healthy food they need, when they need
it.
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