2022 County Council Candidate Questionnaire
The Food Council invited all County Council candidates to complete a 9-item questionnaire, which
was developed in collaboration with our community partners. Our goal is to provide information on
local candidate’s food system priorities and commitments. As a 501c3 nonprofit organization, we do
not endorse candidates.
For more information, please contact Heather Bruskin, Executive Director at
hbruskin@mocofoodcouncil.org.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name: Scott Goldberg
Campaign Website: www.VoteScott.org
Candidate for: At-Large
1. Please describe your personal and/or professional engagement in any local food systems initiatives,
policies, and programs.
A: As a private citizen I've volunteered with religious organizations in food distribution as well as
the American Diversity Group. The best part about preparing to run for office is learning about and
working with people and groups that you've never interacted with before. Just minutes from urban
areas are rural farms where I've learned that Montgomery County needs a slaughterhouse. During
the pandemic and high volume deer harvests, cattle processing was delayed and the cost and beef
quality between an 1,100 pound cow and a 1,300 pound cow both greatly decreases the economic
viability.
2. Please describe any plans you have for creating economic opportunities for individuals who
identify as Black, Indigenous, Latinx/Latino, and/or a person of color, particularly in food and
agriculture?
A: It is without question that the opportunities available to the BIPOC community are not as
plentiful, even in the place we all call home. Montgomery County is gaining low wage jobs but losing
high wage jobs. That means there's a wage ceiling that is very difficult to pierce. To dispel the
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narrative that the county is hostile to business, I am proposing we create an economic identity that
all 1.1 million residents can be proud of. That identity would be based on sectors that are already
doing great things in the county that we can build on. They are the Quad H's: Hospitality,
Healthcare, High Tech, and Hops. Hops is an ingredient in beer which represents our thriving
craft brewery industry. Many of these breweries are in the Ag Reserve and present a unique
opportunity with our incumbent alcohol distribution system to exponentially grow this industry.
Many of these jobs don't require having to expend enormous sums of money on a college education,
are and will always be local, and the County becomes an agritourism destination, both the number
and wages will expand.
3. Please describe your position on addressing income insufficiency, which is a major contributor to
food insecurity in our County. Please describe any positions or initiatives in your platform that
focus on food security.
A: People not being able to afford food and shelter keeps me awake at night. I am proposing we
create an economic identity that all 1.1 million residents can be proud of. That identity would be
based on sectors that are already doing great things in the county that we can build on. They are the
Quad H's: Hospitality, Healthcare, High Tech, and Hops. Growing the economy will create more
and higher paying jobs and if people are making more money, they'll certainly be able to afford food.
Tackling income inequality is the issue that resolves most other issues. When people have higher
incomes and more savings, they have influence within their community to affect change and can
provide for all their basic needs.
4. What role should the County government have in improving resident access to federal benefit
programs, such as SNAP and WIC.
A: One role is an advocate. Navigating government bureaucracy is challenging and even getting the
assistance of your congressional representatives can be hard. The County Council should act as an
advocate for residents who need help with SNAP and WIC. This can be done by working directly
with federal agencies on behalf of residents as well as helping connect residents with their federal
representatives.
Constituent services are incredibly important to me. I would make it my mission to let residents
know that my Council Office is there to assist them with whatever they need and if we can’t help
them, put them in touch with someone who can at either the state or federal level.
5. It is likely that the impacts of climate change, national and global politics, and future disasters will
further disrupt food production, supply chains, and food security networks. Please describe any
policies and programs that you will propose or support to address local food system resilience?
A: As COVID and the current war in Ukraine have shown, in our globalized and interconnected
system, events halfway around the world can dramatically affect us here in Montgomery County. I

4825 Cordell Avenue, Suite 204 | Bethesda, MD 20814 | 806.395.5593
mocofoodcouncil.org | info@mocofoodcouncil.org

would support policies that set money aside to respond to crises outside of our control, including
lack of access to food.
6. Please describe any initiatives or policies you would propose to increase local food production and
access to affordable agricultural land.
A: The County must work to encourage residents to create more local options for food. I would
support legislation that supports and expands community garden programs. I would also support
looking at ways we can use the Agricultural Reserve to grow more food that can be sold and
consumed right here in the county. This would help cut down on the amount of energy needed to
produce food because of the shorter travel distance to the point of sale as well as create new jobs. I
am interested in working with partners at Montgomery College to create programs to train people
for these jobs.
We should also look at county-owned land and see if some of it can be used to support marginalized
communities' ability to participate in food production.
7. Please describe any initiatives or policies you will propose to reduce food waste and advance
zero-waste strategies.
A: Nearly one-third of all waste that goes to our incinerator is compostable. That is both a tragedy
and a huge opportunity. I would support programs that create compost pick up for county residents,
hopefully, countywide. This would be paired with public education programs across the board. We
need to educate residents about the ease and benefits of composting. This can be done both from
the Council and Executive but also through MCPS. I would support giving MCPS additional funds
to create a curriculum that teaches students about composting and creates compost programs in
every school.
8. Where do you see opportunities for the County government to support food education? How can
the County support residents in making healthy and sustainable food choices easier?
A: The County can support food and nutrition education first and foremost in the schools. We
should find the resources so that MCPS can provide healthy meals to students and turn it into a
learning experience. As a parent who packs school lunches almost every day, I'd love to never have to
make a lunch ever again. Learning at a young age which foods are healthy and should be eaten more
or which are less healthy and should only be eaten in moderation will have a positive lifelong
impact.
Righting historical wrongs will make healthy and sustainable food choices easier. Investing in
infrastructure, housing, and economic development in historically underserved areas which
definitely exist in multiple places in Montgomery County, will bring in more traditional food
options like main stream grocery stores that offer a wide variety of produce and food, as well as
farmer's markets which offer a locally grown, healthy option.
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9. What do you see as the biggest food system challenges in the County and what do you believe is
the role of the County Council in addressing them? How should community stakeholders be
engaged in that work?
A: Perhaps the biggest challenge is connecting those who need nutritious food and can't afford it, in
a culturally appropriate way. For example, many people feel too proud to seen as needing free food.
So sitting in a long line of cars waiting for other community members to put food in their car may
make them feel exposed, not to mention the financial and environmental cost of having a car
idle. It also takes away their desire to choose what they like or want. A more culturally appropriate
way, as done by Manna and others, is to create more a voucher and shopping experience. What the
pandemic has taught us it to trust and partner with the local groups that are already in the
community to find the best way of reaching people.
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