2022 County Council Candidate Questionnaire
The Food Council invited all County Council candidates to complete a 9-item questionnaire, which
was developed in collaboration with our community partners. Our goal is to provide information on
local candidate’s food system priorities and commitments. As a 501c3 nonprofit organization, we do
not endorse candidates.
For more information, please contact Heather Bruskin, Executive Director at
hbruskin@mocofoodcouncil.org.
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Name: Ben Wikner
Campaign Website: benwikner.com
Candidate for: District 7
1. Please describe your personal and/or professional engagement in any local food systems initiatives,
policies, and programs.
A: I am the Exec Director of the Equity Center. We have been engaged in Food recovery and
distribution for the past 2 years. Our organization has been responsible for helping to sustain
multiple communities of need in Upcounty since the start of the pandemic with fresh produce,
dairy, and bread. We have distributed well over 2 million pounds of food in this time. I have
personally served in well over 100 of these distributions and have connected deeply with this
community of need. Through these events as well as other initiatives, we have helped hundreds of
people connect with WIC, SNAP, and other food and resource support systems.
2. Please describe any plans you have for creating economic opportunities for individuals who
identify as Black, Indigenous, Latinx/Latino, and/or a person of color, particularly in food and
agriculture?
A: I have hired a staff of 10 people from the community we serve. They are called community JEDIs,
as they help us fight for Justice,
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Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion. This is key to our effectiveness and strategy. The community we
serve is over 90 percent people of color.
3. Please describe your position on addressing income insufficiency, which is a major contributor to
food insecurity in our County. Please describe any positions or initiatives in your platform that
focus on food security.
A: Our organization (The Equity Center) has been a partner in the food assistance network and
works with the County and the Food Council. Under my leadership, we have worked substantively
and collaboratively with many other agencies and organizations to empower and sustain this effort.
As a Councilmember, I will leverage the knowledge, relationships, and network build through my
work to further invest in and strengthen the food systems in the county.
4. What role should the County government have in improving resident access to federal benefit
programs, such as SNAP and WIC.
A: Through my leadership of the Equity Center and the work we have accomplished, I have proven
my ability to overcome barriers and reach these hard to reach communities. As councilmember, I
will further these connections and build off of them to further reach these communities and
advance food security throughout the county.
5. It is likely that the impacts of climate change, national and global politics, and future disasters will
further disrupt food production, supply chains, and food security networks. Please describe any
policies and programs that you will propose or support to address local food system resilience?
A: I have been an insider, working through the supply and logistical systems and challenges that we
face in the county. I will use this experience and knowledge to improve these systems throughout
the county. Much can be accomplished simply through better communication, organization, and
leadership, all of which will greatly advance equity in the county. I will seek to do just that as a
councilmember.
6. Please describe any initiatives or policies you would propose to increase local food production and
access to affordable agricultural land.
A: We have worked with Community Food Rescue, Manna, and Butlers Orchard to name just a few
of the local food resources. The buy and eat local is a smart program that we need to prioritize. We
need to strengthen our investment in these organizations, these programs, as well as the Ag Reserve
to continue to grow the county's food production, local supply chain, and organization. In addition,
we need to connect these local resources with local restaurants and food providers that it becomes
Farm to Food Bank and to Table.
7. Please describe any initiatives or policies you will propose to reduce food waste and advance
zero-waste strategies.

4825 Cordell Avenue, Suite 204 | Bethesda, MD 20814 | 806.395.5593
mocofoodcouncil.org | info@mocofoodcouncil.org

A: Under my leadership, our organization has been responsible for rescuing and distributing more
than 1 million pounds of food in the last 2 years. We are committed to this and will support smart
legislation that will further food rescue and decrease waste. We need to support and food rescue
networks that already exists and help them to increase the efforts and effectiveness.
8. Where do you see opportunities for the County government to support food education? How can
the County support residents in making healthy and sustainable food choices easier?
A: We can and should do a better job of food nutrition education. We can do that through funding
private and non-profit programs that will accomplish this. In addition, we should work with MCPS
and Food and Nutruition Services to do that in our schools, especially with FARMs students. In
addition, we should partner with Holy Cross Health and NEXUS Montgomery for health and
wellness educational programs.
9. What do you see as the biggest food system challenges in the County and what do you believe is
the role of the County Council in addressing them? How should community stakeholders be
engaged in that work?
A: The food security system is too disparate and disorganized. We need to work cooperatively and
collaboratively, putting away politics and other things that get in the way of real progress. The
County Council should give leadership, vision, and funding for the food and equity advancement
throughout the county. We need to better organize the network and communications with the many
stakeholders in order to accomplish this.
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